LETTERS  OF  GERTRUDE  BELL

line on condition that Great Britain undertook by means
of a new treaty with Iraq to continue her present relations
with Iraq for a period of 25 years, unless before the expiry
of that period Iraq were admitted- to membership of the
League. The Turkish delegate refused to recognize the
arbitral authority of the League Council and was not present
at the meeting. At its close, Sir Austen Chamberlain expressed
theliope that the situation between Great Britain and Turkey
would be regulated by friendly agreement between the two
governments.

King Faisal telegraphed to King George his sincere thanks
and gratitude. The Prime Minister telegraphed to Mr.
Baldwin and to the Secretary-General of the League, and Mr.
Amery was the recipient of many grateful messages. All
through Iraq there was a general sense of deep relief, and of
hope that the stability thus attained would be reflected in the
prosperity which the country would now be able to achieve.

"Conversations with regard to the new treaty were begun
before the end of the year. The King and the Cabinet showed
the utmost willingness to comply with the request of Mr.
Amery that the terms of the alHance should be accepted by
Iraq before the re-assembling of the British Parliament in
the beginning of February, 1926. On the part of the Opposi-
tion, now definitely constituted under the name of the People's
Party, with Yasin Pasha as leader, doubts were expressed as
to the advantage to Iraq of the extension of the 1922 Treaty
for 25 years, and more particularly of the similar extension
of the subsidiary Agreements; but it was clear from the
first ^that the majority, both inside the Iraq Parliament and
outside, agreed that the permanent welfare of Iraq was bound
up with her connexion with her ally. To this was added the
consideration that the period of the new instrument of
alliance might, and moSt probably would, as Mr. Amery had
stated, be reduced by the entrance of Iraq into the League of
Nations, a step which the British Government would be as
anxious as that of Iraq to bring about, since it would relieve
Great Britain of the responsibilities imposed by the treaty.
After considerable discussion the text of the new Treaty
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